
                                                                    

  

                                                                                                                                              

Friday, August 20 

7 pm 

wilmington 

community Center 
  

With Plattsburgh City Clerk and Author  

KEITH HERKALO 

About the Program: Would the United States exist if our naval and land Battles at Plattsburgh on 

September 11, 1814 had been lost?  For the United States, the War of 1812 is often referred to as “the second war 

for independence”.  We have learned of the battles at Baltimore, Washington and Sacketts Harbor, but what about 

the Battles at Plattsburgh? Keith Herkalo, using personal journals, military journals, contemporary newspaper 

accounts, and other original source documents, examines the evidence that leads to the conclusion that the 

Battles at Plattsburgh on land and on Lake Champlain, were actually the key battles of the War of 1812.  (Note: 

Many area residents of that time period participated in the land battle, including Major Reuben Sanford of 

Wilmington who commanded a regiment of detached militia. Stephen Partridge, also of Jay and Wilmington was 

one of the first to be killed in action in a skirmish at Culver Hill on September 6, 1814, a few days prior to the 

main battle.) 

sponsored by the Wilmington Historical Society 

The “September 11th, 1814: The Battles at Plattsburgh” program on August 20th is FREE and 

open to the public. Refreshments will be served. For further information, contact Karen Peters 

at (518) 524-1023 or Merri Peck at (518) 946- 7627. 


