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About Us The Wilmington Historical Society has as its mission to collect, preserve, display and interpret the
documents, photographs and artifacts that tell the unique story of how the people of this remote, mountainous small
town with big ideas have adapted and survived in the harsh yet beautiful environment of the Adirondacks. Now almost
7 years old, we are a 501 (c) (3) not-for—profit organization having received a New York State Provisional Charter in
2003. In March 2008 we applied for our permanent charter, an extensive paperwork process, which will result in either
having our petition granted or in having our provisional charter extended. We are currently waiting to hear from the New
York State Education Department which will conduct a site visit before making its recommendation. (Due to NY State
budget constraints, we’ve been told this procedure is taking longer than usual.) The current officers are: President ---
Karen Marshall Peters, Vice-President--- Merri Carol Peck, Treasurer--- Robert Cressey, Secretary--- Nancy Cressey,
Trustees--- Doug Wolfe, Guy Stephenson, and Linda Joss-Dyke. We meet monthly on the 1st Wednesday of each
month, at 7 pm at the Wilmington Community Center (*note that we do NOT meet in December). An “Open
Discussion” on a Wilmington History-related topic starts each meeting, and lasts about an hour. Members and the
general public are encouraged to attend. Refreshments are served. Our location in the Wilmington Community
Center has allowed us to both house and display our collections of archival materials and artifacts, as well as make
available our small research library, all in the same centralized location. We havenew researchhours for researchers
genealogists, and for those who would just like to browse our collectierthe 3° Tuesday of each month, from 6 pm
9pm. (Dates fothe remainder ¢010:June 15, July 28ug.17, Sept.21, Oct.19, Nov.16, DédoRts by appointmenwill be
all year long by callinghe Karen Peters at 5:820-83700r Merri Carol Peck a518946-7627.
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Each year, people make donations of photos, files, notebooks brochures, maps, genealogies, and artifacts. We have
watched our collection grow each year. In 2009 we had 13 accessions. Our historical collection is stored and displayed
using best archival practices and is insured against loss. Each donor signs a Deed of Gift giving the WHS permission to
“possess” the objects, photos, files, etc. In return, the donor may claim the gift as tax deductible since we are a 501 (c) (3)
not-for-profit organization. If you have any objects, photos, files, etc. related to Wilmington’s history that you would like
to donate to our collection, please contact us at 518-420-8370 or whs12997 @hotmail.com .

OUR RESEARCH MATERIALS CURRENTLY INCLUDE

T FAMILY HISTORY FILES

1 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS (i.e., Collections of Earl & Helen Warren, Cassius Bruce, Myrtle M. Haselton Gowan)

i OLD NEWSPAPERS

1 CDG6-SCEMETERY RECORDS, OLD TOWN RECORD BOOK, CONGREGATIONAL & METHODIST CHURCH RECORDS,
RUPERT COLUMN 1877-1881,1855-1905 TAX RECORDS, WILMINGTON BIRTH, MARRIAGE & DEATH RECORDS 1895-
1907, iAWl LMI NGTON HI STORI CAL SOCI ETY OPEN DI SCUSSI ONSO

 SCHOOL DIST.# 6 RECORDS

1 TOPICAL FILES

T PHOTOS OF WILMINGTON PEOPLE & PLACES

1 MAPS & BLUEPRINTS

T WILMINGTON CHATTEL MORTGAGES

1 LOCAL REFERENCE BOOKS

T ALL PUBLI SHED ATOWN OF WI LMI NGT OCRECGORDR ROODRETHEY IPRE-MHARDEIRE.FANDS,JR.

(SEE LIST ON PAGE 3 & 4 OF THIS REPORT)
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Website  Once again, we thank our webmaster, Patrick Mclntyre, for maintaining our website. On our website,
wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org, you will find photos, a brief history of Wilmington, our schedule of upcoming events &
discussion topics, historical society news, information on purchasing the “Town of Wilmington” Transcribed Serial
Records books, membership information & application, minutes and agendas of our meetings, links to related institutions,
and much more. Our “research” link to RootsWeb has all of the Wilmington Cemeteries. Another useful link for
Wilmington history researchers is the Northern New York Library Network’s Northern New York Historical
Newspapers. You can also link to the National World War 1l Registry. Bookmark us on your web browser’s
“favorites” list and check it often.

Affiliations of the Wilmington Historical Society

Through our affiliations with therganizationsdelow we are a part of a lger network of communication, receiving the

benefits of training, discounts on materials, technical support, participation in forums, and grant information. We are als

able to participate in local, regional, and natiort@bktorical preservation efforts.
E. M. Cooper Memorial Library
Whiteface Region Business & Tourism Center
Northern New York Library Network
Essex County Historical Society
New York State Archives — Region 4
Upstate History Alliance
American Association for State and Local History
Museum Association of New York

Educational Outreach Programs The Historical Society continues to provide a variety of local
history-related programs available to the public. Since our last annual meeting in June 2009 through May 2010,
we have had over 300 people attend our speaker & events programs. Our programs & events since the last
Annual Meeting in June 2009 were:

T ATurning Points i-+wAndydliynn, docakhews doluntist & authorfi ddi r ondac k

1 "Adirondack-Champlain Iron: Creator of Boom Towns &Ghost Towns, 1750s-1970s"" --- John Moravek,
Associate Professor of Geography, SUNY Plattsburgh

9 "Adirondack Stories I1: 101 More Historical Sketches & the 100”‘Anniversary of Fire Towers in New York
State"---Marty Podskoch, author & ANAAdirondack Stori

T AWil mington Historical S o e-iTehteyneat Wi H eni hegd toinvdas |
Over 400 Years of Settlement in the Lake Champlain Region

T AArchives Day: Mo W mD erg oA MaRidPeéch & Karen Peters

T *™Literature & Hi st orAuthoPKae Massoer at lvake Pldcid IZitidle Ecdopl@ initated
and sponsored by the Wilmington Historical Society*** (see photo and article below )

Colleen Mulvey & her Dad Russ with Smokey the Bear and a friend visit Local <childrenos

Mer ri Peck at o0How heWmingtarHstorica Bociety booth signs her boopitfire a historical novel
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Wilmington Roo® &rogram at the 2009 Festival of Colors for youth at Lake Placid Middle School

*+ | ocal school project brings history to life il
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Middle School and Kate Messner, author of historical novels for young adults. Wighliof | dzd K2 NJ YI G S

a

historical novels for children, we discovered a perfect connection between literature for youth and local area history.

YIG5Q4& 06 2@hhniplain ahdthed2Rest Orend Spitfire. After months of planning, on February fahe




Wilmington Historical Society sponsored and funded a program at Lake Placid Middle School with Kate Messner as
0KS LINBASYGSNW» YIGS (G221 GKS addzZRSyida F2NJ I GONARLI o (
read excerpts from her middlgrade novelSpitfire, set during the Battle of Valcour Island in 1776, signed books, and
presented an interactive, multimedia slide show about the real-§8ar-old who fought in the battle. Kids were

invited to ask questions, handle artifact replicas, ta&sthe food, and try on the clothes of an 18th century sailor. Kate

was also able to explain how she uses historical artifacts and historical records to assist in her writing. By all accounts
the event was a success, and she has since supplied the WHSsigitled copies of her bookSpitfire and Champlain

and the Silent Onéor our library. We were pleased to be able to support both history and literature with this event.

In the follow-up, we will continue to offer our services as a local history repositboyboth students and teachers.

Volunteers

We have the fortune of having many wonderful volunteers in many areafdizxpéeisly given of their time and services
to help advance the missiom &¥ilmington Historical Secialiynost 2000olunteer hours in the past yebinkey have done
baking, collecting money, set up artbtaikdor display dagiven of their time in preparing and implementing educational
programs, created and maintained our wataddigued on Past Penfeseached topics of historical interest to Wilmington,
copied photos, created domatedtimaandexperise infuhdanidihgped dororgdnizevoar | I
archives. While our volunteers are too numerous to mention heewguldrile to thank them¥ale could not do it

without you!

More Programs to Come :
We are looking forward to presenting educational programs for the public. Please add these to your calendar.

Keep your eye out for further details on future flyers, in local newspapers or on our website

at www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org .

Friday, June18---i Adi rondack Artifacts Nighto
-—-Andy Flynn, autthiocro fbAodoikr osnedrai ceks A
7 pmWhiteface Range Hall

Friday, July9---" Hi st ory of SaPatratd sl IWoor k shop
---Robert Reiss, son of the founder of the theme park
(Time yet to be determingdot her Hubbarddés Cupboard in

Friday, July30---" Have You Seen That Vigilante Man?o
---Amy Godine, Adirondack historian
7 pm Wilmington Community Center

Eriday, August 20 --- "*September 11", 1814: The Battles at Pl attsburc
--Keith Herkalo, Plattsburgh City Clerk & author
7 pm Wilmington Community Center

Saturday, Sept 11--- i Wi | mi n cpty onrBeptetibes 110 ---
at Wil mingtonbds Festival of the Colors
9 am to 4 pnHeritage Park and/or baseball park on Springfield Road

Saturday, October 23 ---fi X Mar k s---WihlemiSmp@tt oicald s Hi st o
Map s, Documents, & Blueprintso
---Display & Activities by Historical Soc{gglebrating Archives Month
10ami 2 pm Wilmington Community Center

Wilmington books available fggurchase The “Town of Wilmington” Transcribed Serial Records, a project spearheaded
by Prof. Harold E.Hinds, Jr. and published by Willow Bend Books are available for purchase through the Wilmington
Historical Society, with a 10% discount to Wilmington Historical Society members, all related to people of the 19"
century living in the Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York.
o Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Town Ledger, 1821-1865 (Cattle earmarks 1820s-1884),
Transcribed Serial Records, Volume 1, - Harold Hinds, Jr., Tina Didreckson and Matthew H. Ottinger with
Ashley M. Jensen. $33.50. (continued next page)
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U Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: 1850 Federal Census & 1855 New York State Census,
Transcribed Serial Records, Volume 2 - Harold E Hinds Jr and Tina Didreckson._$24.00

U Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: 1860 Federal Census & 1865 New York State Census,
Transcribed Serial Records: Volume 3 - Harold E Hinds Jr and Tina Didreckson. $27.00

U _Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: 1870 Federal Census & 1875 New York State Census,
Transcribed Serial Records , Volume 4 - Harold E Hinds Jr and Tina Didreckson. $29.00

i Townof Wilmington, Essex County,NewYork: Wilmington Cemetery Records, 1804-2003, Transcribed
Serial Records, Volume 6, - Harold Hinds,Jr.,Tina Didreckson,Nancy Cressey & Robert Cressey._$28.50

i Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Emma Hinds Scrapbook, 1877-1881, Transcribed Serial
Records, Volume 7, - Harold Hinds, Jr., Tina Didreckson, and Janet Pederson. $23.50

i Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Dr. E. A. Robinsons Receipt Book, 1881-1882, Transcribed
Serial Records, Volume 8, - Harold E. Hinds, Jr.,Tina Didreckson & Janet Pederson. $22.00

i Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Wilmington School Records, 1822-1900, Transcribed Serial
Records, Volume 9, - Harold Hinds, Jr. and Tina Didreckson. $41.50

i Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Tax Assessment Records, 1850-1869, Transcribed Serial
Records, Volume 10, - Harold Hinds, Jr., Tina Didreckson and Erika Paulson. $31.00

i Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Tax Assessment Records, 1871-1890, Transcribed Serial
Records, Volume 11, - Harold Hinds, Jr., Tina Didreckson and Erika Paulson. $34.00

U **New**Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Tax Assessment Records, 1891-1900, Transcribed
Serial Records, Volume 12, - Harold Hinds, Jr., Tina Didreckson and Erika Paulson. $30.00

i Town Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Wilmington Voting Records, 1860-1900, Transcribed
Serial Records, Volume 13, - Harold Hinds, Jr., Tina Didreckson and Erika Paulson._$32.00

i *New**Town Town of Wilmington, Essex County, New York: Haselton Blacksmith Ledger,
Volume 21, - Harold Hinds, Jr. and Tina M.Didreckson with Ashley M. Deering and Miranda K.Tjaden. $25.00

Other volumes are pending. These records extend over a period of time and capture a significant portion of the population.
These volumes allow genealogists and family historians with Wilmington ancestors to reconstruct a more complete
portrait of their ancestors. You may download an order form online from our website wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org or
you many call Merri Carol Peck at 946-7627 for information. Copies of these books are also available to researchers in
our research library in the Community Center.

Other accomplishments
x  Purchased display mounting hardware
Permanent New York State Charter information ugigd as requested by State Ed. Dept.
Purchased inland marine and liability insurance for collections
Provided 6 educational programs to the public
Provided guest speakers to area civic & church organizations
Provided an educational booth at the Festivef Colors ¢ 2 Af YAy 3i2y Qa +SNRIGAES C
t NEGARSR LISNXIyYySyild RAALIX & F2NJ2KAGSFIOS azdzyidl Ay
Provided scheduled and by appointment research hours at the Community Center
Provided research assistance to genealogists, historicabagshers and other interested parties requiring
historical background information
Participated in one archival training workshmo
Maintained and updated the WHS website
Digitally copied the records of the Whiteface Community United Methodist Church
Digitally photographed 1850 & 1880 chattel mortgages for future transcription
Contributed to Wilmington Town Newsletter
Planned regular meetings around historical open discussion topics to encourage public participation
Accepted, digitized where possible, and pregy stored photos and documents
Received grant for historical preservation planning from the Documentary Heritage Program
Catlogued collection®nto Past Perfect Catalogue Program
Providedresearch &support for the Whiteface Community United Methodisthurch 175 Anniversay

X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X



New Picture Rail System

A new picture rail system has been installed in the Wilmington Community Center Room. It was
purchased by the Wilmington Historical Society and put in place with the assistance of Bill Skufka, Bob
Peters, and Guy Stephenson. The new system will allow the historical society to place photos, artwork,
and other relevant displays on the walls with ease and without damage to the walls. In addition, with the
help of Bob Peters, Bob Gettens and Ray Curran the historical society also reframed & re-numbered the
wildlife painting by June Clow that hangs in the community center.

New picture rail molding in the Wit8med and renumbered the June Clow
Communty Center for displays painting in the Community Center Room

Open discussions

Our “Open Discussions” take place at 7 p.m. before the business portion of each regular meeting, and
last about 45 minutes to an hour. You are all invited to relate stories, bring news articles, photos or
artifacts related to the topic of each meeting.] ° 8| £ pn{ walch @ve qit¢nhave picfur es

from our collection) and listen! We record the “Open Discussions” so that the information and stories
gleaned can be put in digital audio form for researchers, topic by topic. We would appreciate your contributions
to the preservation of Wilmington’s history. About 90 people attended our “Open Discussions” from July 2009-
May 2010. (Students are also welcom#l you have something to contribute to the discussion, but are unable
to attend, please call, write or email us with your information. Phone: 946-7586 (Karen Peters) or 946-7627
(Merri Carol Peck). Address: Wilmington Historical Society, P.O. Box 174, Wilmington, NY 12997.

Email: whs12997 @hotmail.com

Below is the list for 2010:

Feb 3(Wed.): ""Dog Sledding in Wilmington™'

March 3 (Wed.): “Airplanes & Helicopters in Wilmington”
April 7 (Wed): “The AuSable River & the Owaissa Club”
May 5 (Wed.): "Wilmington Memorials"

June 2 (Wed.): “Races up Whiteface Mountain”

July 7 (Wed.): "Wilmington & Area Fur Farming”
August 4 (Wed.): ""Wilmington Notch”

September 1 (Wed): "Wilmington Taxes!”

October 6 (Wed.): ""Disasters in Wilmington"'

November 3(Wed.): "All Kinds of Snow & Ice in Wilmington™

Finances

The current balance of the Wilmington Historical Society is $5,511.84. As per New York State regulations, the Audit
committee, consisting of 3 members of the Board of Trustees (not including the President or Treasurer) and chaired by
Merri Peck, met on Jan. 6, 2010 to examine all of our financial records and documents, finding all to be in keeping with
good financial practices and in good order. All of our finances since 2009 are now on Quick Books. A copy of this
year’s budget is attached.
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***2010 Membership Drive*** Haveyou become a 2010 member yet?

Our 2010 membership drive is still underway. Thank you to all of you who have sent in your tax-deductible membership
for 2009. For those of you who have not yet sent in your membership dues for 2010, we look forward to receiving your
support. Your financial donations in enable the WHS to purchase materials such as archival CD’s, archive-safe
storage and display materials, digital photographic paper, office supplies, and equipment. Your money also
helps to pay for our website name, insurance for our collections and for liability, postage for our annual
newsletter to members and other mailings, training for preservation education, special projects and events, and
educational programs we present to the public. If you have not received the Wilmington Historical Society 2010
Membership Brochure, please contact Karen Peters at 518-420-8370 or Merri Carol Peck at 946-7627, email us at
whs12997@hotmail.com or check out our website at wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org (you can print out a membership
application and mail it in). There is also a form on the last page of this report. Please also consider planned and memorial
giving through your will, your trust or your estate plan which would ensure a sustainable future for the Wilmington
Historical Society.

Our total membership for 2009 was 153 contributing members.
Members are in each of the following levels:
2 @ Benefactor ($250.00 +)
9 @ Patron ($100.00)
2 @ Sponsor ($50.00)
11 @ Contributing & Sustaining Patron ($20.00)
4 @ Institutional/ Business/Corporate ($20.00)
1@ Honorary Lifetime Member
28 @ Senior Citizen ($5.00)
0 @ Student ($2.00)
74 @ Family ($20.00)
22 @ Individual ($10.00)
153 Total members to date

In Our Plafsr 210

Building:

U Karen Peters will represent the WHS at the CommuratycEntent Council working to promote the need

for additional space for WHS.
U Continue fund raising and seeking grants and increased membership.
U Learn more about searching for endowments and long term support for a building.

Programs:

Registration of Wilmington World War Il veterans and put link on website.

Develop Wilmington Town history-geifded tour, including bicycle tour, map and audio tour.
Coordinatevith local schools to assist students with projects.

Include at least one program using interactive approach.

Support 400Anniversary Celebration of Champlain.

Photograph maps and other large documents for use in slide shows.

et B ent I ent B et B et S e

Training and Conferences:
U Members and trustees attend regional roundtables for training and presentations.
U Members and trustees attend relevant conferences for training and information.

Continue lecture seriesd educational outreach by expanding topics of 2009 open discussion topics.
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Recruiting New Members:

u

i

i
i

Encourage attendance at open discussion medangst and commuigsate with people knowledgeable

on topics.

Encourage attendance at programs and events through personal contact and publicity through posters
Jay News, local newspapers, membensig link on Wilmington Community Website, and ambassadors
at town events.

Recruit members for sub committees

Reach out to other historical societies, sharing programs and lectures

Archive Preservation and Conservation:

0

[t et et S ot S ot B o

Continue to archive photos that we have obtained and seek more photos of Wilmington.

Continue to catalog adicords onto software program.

Continue to conserve documents by purchasing acid free and archive safe storage materials.
Continue to look into conservation of materials which need professional conservation.

Continue to conserve 1980 Olympic film fodiadraving them placed on reels.

Continue to archive Fran Bettersd newspaper ¢
Continue to Extract Wilmington news columns from historic newspapers

Continue outreach to other organizations in town for preservation of vital statistics.

Projects/Biplays:

u

[ et en-iN ent-iN entiN ent i e

Rotate historical displays in Wilmington Community Center.

Further our website development.

Continue OWi I mington booksdé sal es.
Interview seniors for historical knowledge and create sigital voice recordings
Create portable/rotating displagsludirg 400 Anniversary Celebration of Champlain.
Create Bonneview Cemetery sign similar to the one at Haselton Cemetery.

Booth and display at Wilmington Festival of Colors in fall.

Research:

i

i
;
i
i

Assisted in inquiries from the general public regarding Wilmhigtory/genealogy.
Historical research for support town wide and other projects, including streetlights.
Keep record of research requests.

Updated index of resources WHS with new acquisitions.

Continue OWi I mington Rootsdé research

Preparation for Charter:

o
i
i
i

Prepare for site visit.

Maintain hours of research operation. (Third Tuesday of each month, 6 to 9 PM).
Track volunteer hours

File annual report.

New Phone Number

The Wilmington Historical Society has a new phone number: 518-420-8370. PLEASE MAKE NOTE
OF IT. Itis a Verizon Cell phone, so for those of you who also use a Verizon cell phone, your phone call to
us on that phone is Verizon-to-Verizon free minutes

Special Message to Members & Supporters

You are the Wilmington Historical Society! It is through your ideas, your volunteer efforts,
your attendance at meetings & programs, your donations of photos and artifacts, and your
financial support that the Wilmington Historical Society exists. Thanks to all of you for helping
to preserve the past of this small, unique Adirondack town.
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Adopted 1/06/2010
Income Categories

Earned
Al Memberships $2,200.0C
A2 Sales $0.00
A3 Publications $50.00
A4 Promotional Items $0.00
A5 Admissions $0.00
A Total Earned Incam $2,250.0C

Contributed
B1 Donations $1,200.0(C
B2 NonRestrictive Foundations $0.00
B3 NonRestrictive Local Government $0.00
B4 Matching Funds $0.00
B5 Local Government $0.00
B6 Foundations $0.00
B7 Grants $0.00
B8 Rebates/Refunds $0.00
B Total Contributions $1,200.0C

Total Income Categories $3,450.0(

Expense Categories

Office Expenses

C1 Office Supplies $600.00
C2 Postage/Box Rental $500.00
C3 Equipment $50.00
C Total Office Expenses $1,250.0C

Financial Expese
D1 Bank Charges $20.00
D Total Financial Expense $20.00

Facilities Expenses

El Utilities $200.00
E2 Maintenance $0.00
E3 Repairs & Improvements $0.00
E Total Facilities Expenses $200.00

Merchandise

F1 Publications $150.00
F2 Pronotional Items $0.00
F3 New York State Sales Tax $15.00
F Total Merchandise $165.00

Memberships

Gl Upstate History Alliance $50.00
G2 American Assoc for State & Local His $100.00
G3 Whiteface Mountain Visitor's Bureau $50.00
G4 Museum AssoaatiOf New York $55.00

G Total Memberships $255.00



H1
H2
H3

J1
J2

K1
K2
K3
K4

L1

M1

N1

o1

Programs

Invitations & Programs
Special Events/Honorariums
Special Projects

Total Programs

Hospitality

Special Event/Exhibition
Progam Refreshments
Total Hospitality

Publicity

ISP/Web Hosting
Website Maintenance
Copying/Printing
Advertising

Total Publicity

Education
Training, Travel, Lodging, Retiist
Total Education

Archives
Library, Collections, & Archives
Total Archives

Rebates/Refunds
Rebates/Refunds

Total Rebates/Refunds
Insurance

Insurance

Total hsurance

Total Expense Categories

Surplus/Deficit

$0.00
$200.00
$0.00
$200.00

$35.00
$25.00
$60.00

$0.00
$0.00
$400.00
$0.00
$400.00

$50.00
$50.00

$200.00
$300.00

$0.00
$0.00

$750.00
$750.00
$3,450.0(

$0.00



The Wilmington Historical Society needs and
welcomes your support. To join. please send your
tax deductible contribution with the form below to:

Wilmington Historical Society
PO Box 174
Wilmington, New York 12997

Membership Form 2010
Renewals, please refer to your membership card
for your expiration date.

Name

Address

City

State Zip Code

Email:

Phone:

Please Check Level Of Membership

O $10 Individual O $20 contributing &
) Sustaining Patron
O $20 Family
O 350 Sponsor
%2 student
O s100 Patron
[ %5 Senior Citizen

O 3250 + Benefactor

For office use only
Cash rec’d
Check # rec’d

(62 +)

O $20 Institutional/
Business/Corporate

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
[ may be interested in volunteering in the following areas:

O give historical O organize & catalog

presentations

O computer data
entry

[ historical research

D assist at events

historical collections

O provide refreshments
for events
O fundraising

[J monitor collections during
research haours

Historical Contributions Wanted
I have the following to contribute:
O Wilmington artifacts

O Wilmington Family
Histories / Genealogies

O oid photos (or copies)

O documents (or copies)

Thank Youl




